Practical Applications

Andrade explains that for effective student self-assessment, students need:
e Awareness of the value of self-assessment
e Access to clear criteria on which to base the assessment
e A specific task or performance to assess
e Models of self-assessment being used
e Direct instruction in and assistance with self-assessment
e Practice
e Cues regarding when it is appropriate to self assess
e Opportunities to revise and improve the task or performance

This last point is key — self-assessment is primarily useful as a formative, or in-process, strategy;
it does not work as well on tasks that are already complete. The three key steps to having
students self-assess on a particular assignment are:
1) Articulate expectations. Students must know explicitly what they are striving for on a
particular task. Often, this involves a rubric, which can be either teacher created or co-
created with the students
2) Self-assessment. After students make a first attempt at an assignment (say, a writing piece
or math word problem), they compare their work to the rubric. For instance, in writing,
Andrade says, “I ask students to use colored pencils to underline key phrases in the rubric,
then underline in their drafts the evidence of having met the standards articulated by the
phrase [in the same color].” Students make reminders for themselves of areas they have not
yet mastered in their first attempt.
3) Revision: Students must be given an opportunity to use their self-assessment to guide
revision of their work. Without this step, the strategy falls flat.




